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Foreword 


This new edition of The Druze Heritage: An Annotated Bibliography 
aims, as did the first, to stimulate interest in the study of Druze history and 
culture. 


Over the last thousand years, the Druze have played an active role in the 
political, social and cultural development of the Arab East. Indeed, wherever 
they have lived in the world, they have made significant contributions and 
maintained a sense of solidarity as well as an attitude of openness towards 
other communities and cultures. They have also been known for abiding by 
an ethical code that emphasizes honour, honesty, trust and respect for 
others. 


As shown by this new edition, much has been written about the Druze. 
Many of these writings have been informative and fair, while others have 
lacked accuracy, depth or thoroughness. 


Other works, by Druze authors, have covered a wide range of subjects in 
the fields of history, literature and the arts and sciences in general; such 
studies form an important part of the Druze heritage. 


The Druze Heritage Foundation aims to promote the scholarly study of 
Druze traditions and lifestyle. In order to achieve its goal, the foundation 
encourages research and publications in areas that are relevant to the history 
and secular life of tbe Druze community. 


This updated edition comprises 2063 entries- 1138 books and 925 articles- 
which is most encouraging, and we would like to thank those who 
participated in providing the foundation with the information regarding 
these entries. The Druze Heritage Foundation welcomes and will gladly 
consider adding to future editions of this work, any suggested material that 
has not yet been covered by this bibliography. 


Special thanks are due to Rana Yusuf Khoury who undertook the 
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revision and expansion of the first edition of this bibliography, and to 
Professor Kamal Sahbt for writing the historical introduction for both 
editions. 


Salim Khairecddine 
The Druze Heritage Foundation 


Introduction 


The story of the Druze begins with the so-called Ka’ina, or ‘occurrence’: a 
pivotal conflict which broke out in Cairo in AH 408/AD 1017 among the 
[sam ‘ili devotees of the reigning Fatimid caliph, ak-Hakim bi-Amr Allah 
{AH 386-411/AD 996-1021), and which resulted in the downfall -and 
subsequent death: of their original leader, Muhammad ïbn Isma'il al- 
Darazi, and his replacement by his chief rival, Hamza ibn ‘Ali. 


The dispute between Hamza and al-Darazi was over a theological issue; 
namely, how the living person of al-Haktm manifested the presence of the 
Godhead, or divine nature (Arabic /ahuf), in the world. Isma‘ili gnosticism 
had traditionally held the Fatimid caliphs to be infallible imams (divinely- 
appointed guardians of Islam}, each of them, in his time, providing a living 
manifestation of a/-‘aql al-fa'al, the active intellect, or demiurge; one of the 
pre-eminent cosmic principles (hudud, singular hadd) recognizable in the 
Godhead, it is the active intellect which fashions the sensible world in the 
light of eternal ideas. In a departure from this doctrine, ai-Darazi had argued 
that al— Hakim, unlike his predecessors in the Isma‘ili Imamate, was the 
living cmbodiment not of af- ‘aql al-faal, but of al-‘agl al-kulli-the supreme 
cosmic intellect, which was the highest of the Audud. Hamza, by contrast, 
exalted al-Hakim above the rank of a mere ämam, recognizing in his person 
the living manifestation of no particular #add of the divine nature, but of the 
ultimate One, the transcendental Godhead which had created the supreme 
cosmic intellect and which possessed an inscrutable nature beyond human 
understanding. Hence, the name a/-Muwahhidun (from tawhid, meaning the 
"confession of the Oneness’ of God), by which the Druze (a/-Duruz,o 
Durziyya, commonly believed to have been so named by their detractors after 
the discredited al-Darazi} have bistorically preferred to be known. When al- 
Hakim disappeared late in AH 411/AD 1021, his devotees maintained that 
he had withdrawn from the world and would ultimately return to manifest 
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his full power and established the millennium, at which time those Druze 
who had remained steadfast in their faith would prevail over all mankind. 


À historical digression is necessary at this point to place the Druze 
doctrine in its proper Islamic perspective. As a monotheistic religion based 
on the revealed authority of the Qur'an, Islam, in its mainstream Sunni as in 
its different sectarian forms, has always upheld the principle of equality in 
human standing among its followers as the basis of true justice (adi,a 
opposed to zulm, or ’injustice”). While the Prophet Muhammad lived, all 
Muslims could stand as equals before his unanimously acknowledged 
spiritual pre-eminence as the Messenger of God. Following the Prophet’s 
death, however, many Muslims felt that the principle of equality among 
believers was breached when the znma, or community of Islam, passed into 
the hands of caliphs (khulafa', or ’successors’”, singular khalifa); these caliphs 
were chosen from among the old Quraysh aristocracy of Mecca, to the 
exclusion of other worthy Muslims—Quraysh being the tribe to which the 
Prophet had belonged. Some among the discontented argued that free 
elections on the basis of individual merit, regardless of tribal or ethnic origin, 
should be the basis for the choice of the caliphs, all Muslims being equal. 
This, historically, was to remain the point of view of the Muslim sect known 
as the Kharijites (a/-khawarij, meanings ‘the rebels’}. Others maintained that 
equahty among Muslims could only be maintained before the majesty of 
caliphs of the Prophet’s direct lineage, or house (ahi al-bayt}, rather than the 
prophet’s tribe. The holders of this view, rallying around Ali, the first cousin 
and son-in-law of the Prophet (as the husband of the Prophet’s daughter, 
Fatima, and the father of the Prophet”s only two grandsons, al-Hasan and 
al-Husayn), came to be known as the shi'at ‘Ali, meaning the ‘party’ of ‘Ali; 
hence, the name of the Shïa, or Shi‘ites, among the Mustim sects. 


Ali did come to head the wmma as the fourth caliph in succession to the 
Prophet (AD 556-661), raising the hopes of the Shl'a to see the Muslim 
supremacy of the ah al-bayt permanently established. When this failed to 
happen and the Caliphate, after ‘Ali, became the dynastic preserve of the 
Umayyads of Damascus (AD 661-750) and then of the ‘Abbasids of 
Baghdad (AD 750-1258), the Shi‘a ceased to recognize the Islamic legitimacy 
of the reigning caliphs. Instead, they recognized a succession of imams as the 
legitimate guardians of the umma, the first inam being Al, even before his 
acclamation as reigning cahph, the second, his elder son al-Hasan (d. AD 669), 
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and the third, his younger son al-Husayn (d. AD 680), who was killed in 
battle against the Umayvads at Karbala, in southern Iraq, while attempting 
to redeem the Caliphate for the Prophet’s house. In due course, a gnostic 
trend developed in Shi‘a Islam, attributing to Ali a special standing as the 
imerrable Vicar of God (waliy allah), his spiritual infalhbility passing down by 
nass, or ‘designation’, to the imams who succeeded him. 


Following the death of al-Husayn, disagreements as to who should be 
recognized as the next #nam led to the division of the shi‘a into numerous 
sects. Some maintained that any descendant of ‘Ali and Fatima was qualified 
for the Imamate, provided he was capable of establishing and maintaining 
himself in the position. These were called the Zaydis, after a great-grandson of 
Ali called Zayd who made a bid for the Caliphate in the late Umayyad period 
and was killed in the process (AD 740). Others, called the Imammi Shr'a, insisted 
that the Imamate be restricted, by primogeniture, to the male descendants of 
al-Husayn, the preeminent martyr for the cause of ahi al-bayt. 


Among the Imami Shï'a, differences arose following the death of the sixth 
imamA ‘far al-Sadiq, who was the fourth in succession 10 al-Husyan. 
Isma'il, the eldest son of Ja’ far, had originally been designated by his father 
to succeed as seventh imam; he died, however, while his father was still alive. 
Accordingly, most of the Imami Shi‘a recognized his younger brother, Musa 
al-Kazim, as seventh imam, following Ja'‘far's death in the AD 765. These 
Shi'a, eventually came to be known as al-lthna‘ashariyya, or the Twelver 
Shi‘a, because they continued to recognize the imams of the house of al- 
Husayn down to the twelfth, Muhammad, who disappeared in AD 874. (The 
Twelver Shi‘a maintain that Muhammad went into à ghayba, or cosmic 
‘absence’, from which he will ultimately return as a/-Mahdi al-Muntazar,a 
the divinely-guided and awaited one’, to redeem the world.) Other Imami 
Shi'a, however, maintained that "the Imamate does not revert back (a/ 
mama la tafud al-qahqara)," that is, that the right of Isma‘il to succeed as 
seventh imam could not revert back to his father, to be reassigned to a 
vounger brother. Hence, there arose the sect of the Sab'iyya, or Sevener 
Shi‘a, who recognized Isma‘il, and not his brother Musa, as the le-gitimate 
seventh imam. The Sevener Shi'a, no less than the Twelvers, considered the 
imam Of the Alid lineage to be infallible, the succession of each to the 
Imamate having been divinely preordained. 


Among the Sevener Shi'a were those who maintained that Isma‘il, far 
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from being the last änam of the “Alid-Fatimid house, was actually succeeded 
by other imams from his line who lived in sitr, or “hiding’. awaïting the 
moment when they could re-emerge to establish the legitimate Muslim 
Caliphate under which justice, on the basis of equality among all belicvers, 
could at last prevail. In the view of these Zsma‘ïiliyya, or Isma'ilis, as they 
came to be known, ii was incumbent upon the faithful to prepare secretly the 
way for the re-emergence of the legitimate imams from hiding, so they could 
replace the usurping “Abbasid caliphs of Baghdad as the legitimate rulers of 
the umma. 


Such was the efficiency with which the Ismaili da‘wa, or ’preaching’, was 
done, that ‘Ubaydallah, the sixth of the ‘hidden’ #nmas in succession 10 
Isma'il, was able to emerge in the AD 909 and proclaim himself the first 
*Fatimid” caliph in what is today Tunisia. Having done so, Ubaydallah 
formally assumed the regnant byname a/-Mahdi, meaning ‘the divinely- 
guided one’. Under the fourth Fatimid caliph, al-Mahd's great-grandson al 
Mu'izz (AD 952-975), Egypt was conquered in AD 969 and the Fatimid 
capital was moved shortly after to Cairo —-a new city specifically built for the 
purpose. Once firmly established in Egypt, the Fatimids began expanding 
into Syria: a rugged territory where tribalism and lawlessness had been 
rampant since the downfall of the Umayyads of Damascus in AD 750. The 
Fatimid conquest of the southern and central parts of Syria was begun 
during the reign of Caliph al- ‘Aziz (AD 975-996) and completed during the 
reign of his son and successor, Al-Hakim (AD 996-1021). 


While upholding the principles of Isma‘ïlism, however, the Fatimid 
cahiphs, once established in power, became so compromised by attending to 
ordinary affairs of state that they ruled much as other Musiims rulers did, or 
had done. The one caliph among them who sought to deliver on the Ismaæili 
promise of the millennium was al-Hakim. Born in the splendour of the 
Fatimid court, al-Hakim succeeded to power when he was eleven years old. 
Seated on a golden throne and wearing a turban studded with priceless gems, 
he was proclaimed caliph on the day following his father's death. Once he 
had come of age, however, the young caliph rid himself of his guardians and 
began to introduce radical changes to the manner of Fatimid rule, exhibiting 
a simplicity, liberality and sense of social justice to which his subjects were 
unaccustomed. Having firmly established his rule at home, al-Hakim next 
turned his attention to the completion of his father’s conquests in Syria, 
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pacifying the country and imposing orderly government upon it. And, in 
northern Syria, the young calph proved more than a match for the 
entrenched Byzantines, both politically and militarily. This brought the 
Fatimid Caliphate to the height of its worldly power. But al-Hakim had 
another agenda as well, 10 which he gave at least equal attention. Bent on 
promoting ethical standards among his subjects, he introduced à succession 
of puritanical measures to combat prodigality and libertinism, and to 
prevent the rich and powerful from harming, or exploiting, the poor and 
defenceless. These measures seemed highly eccentric and unreasonable to the 
classes against which they were directed. But to those adhering most strictiy 
to the tenets Isma’ilism, here at last was an imam determined to uphold the 
long-promised social justice and equality inherent in Islamic doctrine, not 
on1y in principle, but also in actual practice. To such Isma'ilis, al-Hakim was 
no ordinary, divinely-guided and infallible imam, but the fountainhead of the 
true faith in whose nasut, or living person, the One and ultimate Godhead 
had come 10 be revealed. 


Starting from the latter years of al-Hakim's reign, the Druze theological 
concept of £awhid was elaborated first by Hamza ibn ‘Ali and then 
mainkiy — though not exclusively — by his tali, or "follower’, al-Muqgtana Baha’ 
al-Dine. The work was done in a succession of rasa'’il, or ’epistles’, and a 
number of other sacred tracts, which are collectively called the Rasa'il al- 
Hikma (Epistles of wisdom). Following the disappearance of al-Hakim, 
Druze preaching (da wa), which had graduaily come to a halt in Egypt, 
began to be directed chiefly toward Syria, where it continued until AH 434/ 
AD 1042: the date of al-Mugtana Baha’ al Din's Risafat al-Ghavba (Farewell 
Epistie}). In Syria, the preaching attracted a foïlowing among the Arab tribes 
and clans inhabiting such rugged mountain areas as Jabal al-Summag (in the 
vicinity of Aleppo}), Wadi al-Taym (the western slopes of Mount Hermon), 
the Shuf mountains of the southern Lebanon, and the hill country of the 
southern Galilee and the adjacent Golan (a/-Jawlan), as well as in the 
peripheries of the Ghnuta, or ‘oasis’ of Damascus , and the mountain borders 
of the Hauran plain to the south (the area that subsequently came to be 
known as Jabal al-Duruz, meaning the Druze Mountain). These are areas 
known to have been settled by branches of the major South Arabian tribal 
confederations, for the most part before the coming of Islam. In the regions 
where it spread, the Druze teaching provided spiritual impetus for a wave of 
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rural revolts that were apparently aimed at the dispossession of established 
landiords in favour of a free peasantry. (One such revolt, in Jabal al 
Summag, was suppressed with the utmost severity in AH 423/AD 1032.) 
Before long, howcver, al-Mugtana Baha' al-Din withdrew into concealment 
and the Druze da‘wa ceased in Syria. IL was subsequently taught that no 
further conversion to the true tawhid would be accepted. 


Thus, the Druze, almost from the very beginning, emerged as a closed 
community, accepting no proselytes and keeping their doctrines secret. Their 
faith, as formulated by Hamza and al Muqgtana Baha’ al-Din, derives 
inspiration from the speculative Muslim theology of the Mu'tazila (eighth to 
tenth centuries AD) and the neo-Platonic gnosticism of Ikhwan al-Safa 
(tenth century AD). It also reflects the influence of the ancient Greek 
thought, according special reverence to leading Greek philosophers such as 
Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and Plotlinus. Fundamental tenets of 
Druzism prescribe unqualified equality among believers, be they men or 
women, as well as a strict moral discipline enjoining them, first and 
foremost, to be honest and truthful among themselves, to defend and help 
one another, and to maintain the secrecy of the faith. 


By the time of the great Druze reformer ‘Abdallah al-Tanukhi, often 
known as al-Sayyid (d. AH 885/AD 1480), if not largely by his initiative, 
Druze religious practice came to distinguish between two categories of 
believers among both men and women: the ‘ugqal (meaning the ’wise’), who 
had sought and received initiation into the tenets of their faith, and the juhhal 
(meaning the ‘ignorant’, or ‘uninitiated'}), who had not. Distinguished by a 
special zayy, or dress, the ‘wgqal, once initiated, were expected 1o lead sober 
and virtuous lives, recite regular prayers, abstain from all stimulants, accept 
no goods or emoluments from morally questionable sources, avoid violence 
and other excesses in behaviour, maintain saluiary relations with everyone, and 
place their good offices at the service of the community for the settlement of 
disputes. The j#hhal, though expected to abide by the Druze code of communal 
honour, were not bound by any religious obligations; for spiritual guidance, 
they depended on the counsel of the “uggal. When the community was in 
danger, however, it was for the juhhaf, not the ‘uggal, to take up arms in its 
defence. Hence, the famous Druze saving: "Without ‘ugqal, people lose their 
rights; "without ‘uqqal, people lose their rights: without juhhal, they are cut to 
pieces (Qawm bila ‘ugqal dafat huqug-hum: gawm bila juhhal rahu qatayi”)." 
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What further heightened the sense of group solidarity and communal 
continuity among adherents of the Druze faith was its teaching that the 
number of souls in existence 1s fixed and immutable. According to this 
teaching, the individual soul, upon death, is immediately reincarnated, unless 
it has reached perfection and is so subsumed into eternal bliss. Fhe souls of 
the Druze are invariably reincarnaied as Druze, each soul being subjected to 
repeated moral testing in its successive incarnations. Druze faiïling the test in 
one incarnation may pass it in another. Likewise, Druze who do not seek 
admission into the ranks of the ‘yggal in one incarnation may choose to do 
so in another. The final judgement will only come on the Day of the 
Resurrection (Yawm al-Qivama) when al-Hakim returns to the world; then, 
those Druze souls that best acquitted themselves in their successive 
incarnations will dwell nearest to God. 


It was the passive expectation of al-Hakim’s return to vindicate the true 
faith that sustained the Druze in their rugged Syrian homelands through the 
vicissitudes of the centuries that followed. Just as important, however, was 
the community’s internal discipline. Historiçcally, Druze society has been 
marked by a degree of mutual confidence and respect among its component 
elements that is rare in the annals of communal life. And therein hes the 
secret of the survival of the Druze community in the worst, as in the best, of 
times. Because they are confident of their communal sobidarity, the Druze 
have never feared social or political cooperation with others, asking only 
that such collaboration be based upon equality, reciprocated courtesy and 
goodwill— the refinements of Druze courtesy being, indeed, proverbial. The 
fact that they neither sought nor accepted converts to their ranks gave them 
no reason to be intolerant of other religious groups. 


It was during the period of Crusader rule in Syria (1099-1291) that the 
Druze first emerged into the full light of history, in the Gharb region of the 
Shuf mountains. As redoubtable warriors serving the Muslim rulers of 
Damascus against the alien invaders, the Druze were given the task of 
keeping watch over the Crusaders in the seaport of Beïrut, with the aim of 
preventing them from making any encroachments inland. Subsequently, the 
Druze chiefs of the Gharb placed their not inconsiderable military experience 
at the disposal of the Mamluk rulers of Egypt (1250-1516); first, to assist 
them in putting an end to what remained of Crusader rule in coastal Syria 
and, later, to help them safeguard the Syrian coast against Crusader 
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retaliation by sea. (In 1425, a Druze contingent from Beirut and the Gharb 
joined in a major Mamiuk naval expedition against Cyprus, where the last 
remnant of Crusader rule in the Near East was reduced to subservience.} In 
return for the valuable services rendered by the Druze of the Gharb and 
other parts of the Shuf mountains, the Mamluks appear to have allowed 
them the freedom to manage their internal affairs with minimal interference 
from the central government in Cairo, or its Syrian agency in Damascus. 


(The history of the Gharb Druze during the Crusader and Mamiuk 
periods is known from the work of two remarkable Druze historians, Salih 
ibn Yahya (d. ca. 1435) and Ahmad ibn Hamza ibn Sibat (d. 1523), no such 
documentation being available regarding the Druze of other Syrian regions. 
It appears, however, that the Druze of Hauran were among the peasants and 
tribesmen of that area who fought and decimated the forces of the second 
Crusade, as they advanced from Palestine to attempt the capture of 
Damascus in 1147. Notably, the Druze placed their military resources at the 
disposal of the Sunni Muslim state against the Crusaders at a time when 
their community was being singted out for special condemnation by the 
Sunni religious establishment on account of its beliefs.) 


Unlike the Mamluks, the Ottomans who succeeded them as the rulers of 
Syria in 15l6were not prepared to allow the Shuf Druze the customary local 
freedoms which they had come to regard as established rights, Consequentiv, 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were to witness a succession of armed 
Druze rebellions against the Ottomans, countered by repeated Ottoman 
punitive expedition against the Shuf in the course of which the Druze 
population of the area was severely depleted and many villages laid waste. 
These military measures, however, severe as they were, did not succeed in 
reducing the local Druze to the required degree of subordination. This led 
the Ottoman government to agree to an arrangement whereby the different 
nahiyes (districts) of the Shuf would be granted in iftizam (that is, in fiscal 
concession) to one of the region’s emirs, or leading chiefs, leaving the 
maintenance of law and order in the area, and the collection of its taxes, in 
the hands of the appointed emir. This arrangement was to provide the 
cornerstone for the privileged status which ultimately came to be enjoyed by 
the whole of Mount Lebanon in Ottoman Syria, Druze and Christian areas 
alike. (The history of the Shuf Druze for the Ottoman period is known from 
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the work of Christian —mainiy Maronite —-historians, as well as from other 
local and Ottoman sources, and from Ottoman archival material.) 


{Remarkably, the Shuf Druze had taken up arms against Ottoman rule 
when the Ottoman Empire was at the peak of its power. Starting from the 
middle decades of the nineteenth century, the Hauran Druze of Jabal al- 
Duruz —- whose earlier history remains obscure due to a lack of documenta- 
tion —put up à similar resistance to determined efforts on the part of the 
Ottoman state to tighten its weakened control over Syria. Later, in the mid 
19205, these same Hauran Druze rose in armed rebellion against the French 
shortiy after France, emerging victorious from the First World War, was 
allotted its mandate over Svria and Lebanon. This Druze revoit was to 
trigger a general Syrian insurrection against the French Mandate, lasting for 
nearly three years.) 


Historically, the close relations between the Druze and Christians of the 
Lebanon date back to the sixteenth century, when the Druze of the Shuf, 
whose livelihood depended on silk production, first opened their country to 
large-scale Christian—-and principally Maronite—peasant migration from 
the north, to help produce the silk. To encourage this Christian immigration, 
the leading Druze chiefs of the area made generous donations of land to 
Maronite and other Christian monastic orders for the building of 
monasteries and churches; tradition has it that the Druze villages where 
the Christian newcomers settled came to be called "honoured villages (diva” 
musharrafa). Meanwhile, as the Druze emirs holding the itizam of the 
Druze area gained control over the adjacent Maronite nahiye of Kisrawan, 
the management of the affairs of Mount Lebanon developed into a close 
Druze-Maronite parinership. 


Having the advantage of numbers and of privileged external connections, 
the Maronites eventually started to gain the upper hand in his partnership. 
This development appears to have elicited little Druze concern in its initial 
stages but, before long, tensions began to rise. Incited and openly backed by 
France, the Maronite clerical and feudal leadership began, from the 18405, to 
seek complete dominance over the whole of Mount Lebanon, causing the 
Druze to feel dangerously threatened on their very home ground. When the 
Druze reaction, in full force, finally came in 1860, its violence was such that 
the Christian parties who had provoked it fled the scene, leaving the 
defentless Christians of the Druze regions to their fate, 
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While the manner in which the Druze fell upon their terrified Christian 
neighbours in 1860 —in the Shuf, Wadi al-Taym and elsewhere—went far 
beyond the justifiable limits of self-defence, what is represented at the time 
was an outburst of pent-up feclings of hostility provoked by decades of 
equally unjustified Christian provocation. Over a century later, during the 
course of the multifaceted Lebanese civil war of 1975-1991, Christian 
provocation was even more pronounced and included indefensible attacks 
on isolated and unprotected Druze communities in different parts of Mount 
Lebanon {notably, in the Matn and Shahhar districts). This was a decisive 
factor in eliciting violence with which the Druze attacked Christians living in 
their midst in 1983, devastatins their villages and forcing a massive Christian 
exodus from the Shuf. In both instances, the Druze recourse to violence 
represented a departure from the historical Druze norm, which had 
emphasized peaceful coexistence on the basis of équitable partnership and 
mutual soodwill. However, to maintain this norm, the community had first 
to attend to its survival, which is why, at various turning points in their 
history, the Druze felt compelled to resort to arms when they perceived their 
community to be in danger. This compulsion was the same regardless of 
whether the perceived danger came from a neighbour or an external power, 
or whether the odds were with the Druze or overwhelmingly against them. 


Proud of their communal identity and solidarity, the Druze have also 
been staunchly attached to their native soil; the same Druze families have 
lived in the same towns and villages, if not the same houses, for centuries, 
with hardly an interruption. Attachment to community and territory, 
however, has never been a bar to active Druze involvement in the affairs of 
the broader societies to which they belonged; nor has it obstructed the Druze 
commitment to the wider Arab identity that they share with other Muslim 
and Christian communities of the Near East. Moreover, though socially 
conservative, the Druze have exhibited a remarkable openness to Western 
cultural influences in modern times. During the ninetéenth and early 
twentieth centuries, Lebanese Druze chiefs welcomed and offered their 
protection to British and American missionaries arriving to establish schools 
and colleges in the Shuf mountains, as they had in Beirut; furthermore, by 
sending their own sons and daughters to these teaching institutions, they set 
the example for others. Às a resultd, the spread of modern education began 
particularly early among the Druze, no less than among Lebanese 
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Christians. In due course, Druze educated at home or abroad came to be 
counted among those playing leading roles in the social, economic and 
cultural advancement of Lebanese society, as of the broader Arab society 
thereby placing their community in the vanguard of the Arab development. 


All of these considerations make the heritage of the Druze community a 
subject worthy of serious academic investigation —beginning with a 
thorough survey of Druze literature and of centuries of literature written 
about the community, both by its supporters and by its detractors. 
Hopefully, the present bibliography, will help provide not only the basic 
material, but also an incentive for further study in the field, 


Kamal Salibi 
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the Christians took none. Some of these Druzes reverently kissed the New 
Testament, and put it upon their heads.... the Druzes of the village gathered 
around me, to the number of fifty men, and requested me to read a little to 
them from each of my books, as they could not read well. I accordingly read 
to them, and explained what I read as well as 1 could. After this they bought 
some books at a low price. They then consulted together, and came, 
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Summer at Arayeh - Wailing at a Druze Funeral..… one of the emeers of the 
Raselan family, who urged me to begin our seminary at Bshamone this 
winter. 


an ignorant people threatened constantly with a destructive civil war, and 
that they have persevered through every discouragement. 1f I am not greatly 
mistaken, we have a great work yet to do for the Druzes. 
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MH vol, 36(1840) pp. 345-351. 
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American Missionaries. "Letter from Mr. Hurter, July 9, 1846." MH vol. 42 
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À letter was received from him, June 24, with orders to the Greeks, Druzes 
and Moslems, not to buy, sell or speak to the Protestants. 
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(1837) pp.255-261. 
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this emeer had never embraccd Christianity. 
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political ascendancy. 


Present position of the Mission relative to the Druzes. 
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… à body of nominal Mohammedans in the heart of Turkey, disgusted to an 
extreme with their Moslem rulers and religion, and regarding us as their best 
friends. 
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We reached Mukhtara after dark, and were nobly entertained by Sheikh 
Said Jemblat. 


American Missionaries. “Letter from Mr. Thomson." MH vol. 31 (1835) 
pp.368-374. 
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(1837) pp. 8-9. 
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are recognized as such by the laws of the country... 
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The Druze a sort of beretical Mohammedans, numbering sixty or seventy 
thousand souls. 


American Missionarics. "Mission to Syria." MH vol. 38 (1842) p. 6. 


Druze people were open to the mission became so convincing, that Messrs. 
Wolcott and Van Dyck were sent by their brethren to form a station at Deir 
el Kamer, the seat of the Druze government. Druzes in some central position. 


American Missionaries. "Mr. Smith’s Account of the Rise of Protestantism 
at Hasbeiya.”" MA vol. 41 (1845) pp. 42-47. 
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Emirs. Let all know that my blood shall flow before a protestant shall be 
touched. 
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American Missionaries, "Recent Intelligence." MA vol. 37 (1841) pp. 507. 
Deir el Kamar, the capital of the Druze country on Lebanon. The British 
government have decided to secure protection to the Druzes against the 
Maronites. 
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The Druzes continued to throng our dwellings until a violent persecution, at 
first excited and carried on by the Maronite rulers of the mountains, and 
more recently by others still higher in authority, abated their ardor, and 
compelled them to pause in their career. Christian education ought to be 
promoted amongst the Druzes by every practicable means. 
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Kanaan, Claude Boueiz. Intercommunal relations and the 1958 crisis in 
Lebanon Ph.D. School! of Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London, 1996. 


Kanaan argues that analyses of the 1958 crisis in Lebanon tend to 
overemphasize the role of foreign states and ideologies to the detriment of 
its long- and short-term internal causes. Indeed, in the author's opinion, the 
influence of ideologies such as Nasserism largely derive their importance 
from the fact that they were “invoked by Lebanese elements in the name of 
Lebanese foreign policy in order to further their own causes and agendas for 
Lebanon." In part, these agendas were shaped by decp-rooted communal 
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myths concerning the ‘historical’ evolution of Lebanon’s different confes- 
sional groups. Consistently significant was the role played by the Maronites 
and their mythology; similar initiatives by the Sunnis and Druze were more 
sporadic and often depended upon their relations with the Maronites. 
Nonetheless, all groups helped 10 precipitate the crisis by justifying their 
agendas for Lebanon’s future through interpretations of the country’s past. 
In tracing the communal sentiments and tensions underlying the crisis and its 
resolution, this study uses official and private papers, unpublished memoirs, 
newspapers and interviews. 


Kasdan, Leonard. Isfiya: social structure, fission and faction in a Druze 
community. Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1961. 


Khalifeh, ’Issam. Li) 4j... CAAË NN 14V) AL 5 Yis bols La 
Jabal Amel (southern Lebanon) and e SN 851 À Londbest 3120 55e 
the Shahabi administration (1841- 1697). ed. Nicola Ziadeh. [159 pages] 


Khanmohammad, Mumtaz. The Fatimid Da’wa in the Reign of al-Hakim Bi 
Amr Allah. M.A. School of Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London, 1986. 


The first two chapters discuss the Fatimid da*wa, with particular emphasis 
on the reign of al-Hakim bi-Amrallah, between AD 1000-1021. The third 
chapter treats the controversy regarding the person of ai-Hakim. The fourth 
chapter focuses on the da”’wa under al-Hakim and the emergence of 
Druzism. 


Kirrish, F. Ethnicity and Social Organisation m a Druze Community. Ph.D., 
University of Cambridge, 1987. 


On the basis of extensive fieldwork in Majdal Shams, a Druze village on the 
Golan Heights, the author attempts to describe and analyze the factors 
which have led to changes in Druze ethnic identity, particularly in the 
context of political processes taking place at the time of writing and of 
developing relations between the Druze community and the state of Israel. 
Kirrish discusses ancient Druze ethnic boundaries based upon descent and 
endogamy, contemporary links between Israeli Druze and Druze in 

neighbouring countries, and cultural similarities between Druze and Arabs 
before developing one of his major themes, the "redefinition of ethnic 
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boundaries by the Druze spiritual leaders." Kirrish next looks at the effects 
of this process and of changes in economic resources, land tenure and 
employment within the Druze community in order to explore the 
distribution of power between the temporal and spiritual leadership. 


Landis, Joshua Mead. Nationalism and the Politics of Za’ama: The Col- 
lapse of Republican Syria, 1945-1949. Ph_D., Princeton University, 1997. 
[388 pages.] 


Landis begins his study of the early period of Syrian independence by 
focusing upon the Alawi and Druze élites to argue that "bitter sectional and 
communal competition, not class warfare, undermined Syria’s fragile power 
center and permitted Colonel Husni al-Za’im Lo take power in 1949." He 
contends that the leadership of the ’Alawi and Druze communities were 
unwilling to relinquish power to Damascus or to embrace the Sunni form of 
Arab nationalism, preferring instead King ’Abdullah’s dream of a Greater 
Syria and the maintenance of their own political autonomy. In response, 
President Quwwatli strove io encourage an alternative Druze leadership, a 
move which led to strife in Jabal Druze and instability in the country. After 
describing the different strategy followed by the ‘Alawi community, Landis 
concludes by ascribing Svria’s early political problems to "fierce competition 
between regional élites, the different interpretations of the nation each 
promoted, and their lack of a shared sense of political community." 


Ma’aluli, Tony (al-). SUN inoll ul né des 3 Ol,exll Development 
in the age of Fakbr al-Din Man IT. Certificate im History, Faculty of 
Education, Lebanese University, Beirut, 1973, 


Makdisi, Ussama Samir. Fantasies of the Possible: Community, History and 
Violence in the Nineteenth-Century Ottoman Empire .. Ph.D., Princeton 
University, 1997. [417 pages.] 


Makdisi looks at periodic outbreaks of sectarian conflict in Mount Lebanon 
between 1840 and 1860 as manifestations of the rise of new nationalist 
ideologies in the Middle Fast. After first arguing that the ‘traditiona? social 
order of the Mountain was defined more by family rank than religion, he 
next suggests that local élites attempted to take advantage of European 
intervention to transform their society, advancing "opposing political claims 
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to represent Mount Lebanon on the basis of invented nationalist sectarian 
histories.” However, this appeal to sectarianism permitted "subaltern 
mobilhizations which presented alternative and subversive understandings 
of the definitions of reformed communal identities." His stated emphasis, 
then, is upon "the uncertainty of élite sectarian ideologies in the face of 
popular movements that transformed $knowledgeable’ élite representations 
of community and history into far more ‘ignorant’ formulations." 
ÂAccording to Makdisi, the religious violence during this period 
"represented attempts on the part of both Druzes and Maronites to 
create ‘pure’ and modern landscapes and communities." 


Mala’ib, Nawwaf. ball Jgall 5 des 2e Ji The Tanukhid house 
of Buhtur in the age of the Crusaders. Certificate in History, Faculty of 
Education, Lebanese University, Beirut, 1971. 


Martelli, Dale Robert. Rural Rebels and Urban Nationalhists in Syria and 
Palestine, 1920-1939: The Rebellions of Sultan al-Atrash and Shaykh Izz al- 
Din al-Qassam. M.A., Simon Fraser University, Burnaby (Canada), 1990. 
[161 pages.] 


Martelli examines the roles of Sultan al-Atrash, in the Syrian Revolt of 1925, 
and Shaykh fzz al-Din al-Qassam, in the Arab Revolt of 1936, in an attempt 
to establish whether tradition or modern nationalism motivated either or 
both of these rebel leaders. Characterizing both uprisings as peasant revolts 
bégun by rural leaders with the aim of expelling the French and British 
mandatory authorities from their respective countries, Martelli concludes 
that the rebellions and their leaders "represented the change and continuity 
of politics in Syria and Palestine, epitomizing the tension between tradition 
and modernization in the Arab Middle East." 


Najjar, Farid (al-). ei ni ei Age 5 SL se) The Lebanese 
economy in the age of Emir Fakhr al-Din. Certificate in History, 
Faculty of Education, Lebanese University, Beirut, 1957. 


Na’man, ‘Issam. The office of Prime Minister in Lebanon (1943-1963). 
Thesis (M.A.). Dept. of Political Studies and Public Administration, A.U.B. 
1963. 


Nasr, Tamer. Kay! HU SN SUN ut 3 Yi à, The journey of 
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Emir Fakhr al-Din IT the Great to Italy. Certificate in History, Faculty 
of Education, Lebanese University, Beirut, 1973. 


Nur al-Din, Fahd. VAVW+-VAGY ça 15,4 M 4 4 di à « 5 à NL The Druze 
Qaimagamate, 1842-1860. Certificate in History, Faculty of Education, 
Lebanese University, Beirut, 1972. 


Oppenheimer, Jonathan W.S. The Social Organisation of à Druze Village 
in Israel Ph D., London School of Economics, 1976. 


Ozveren, Yasar Eyup. The Making and Unmaking of an Ottoman Port-City: 
Ninctecnth Century Beirut, Its Hinterland, and the Worid-Economy. Ph.D. 
State University of New York at Binghamton, 1990. [282 pages.] 


Ozveren focuses upon the rise of nineteenth-century Beirut in relation to its 
own hinterland and to the core areas of the global economy, devoting 
considerable attention to the role of all aspects of the global silk industry in 
this process. The importance of the silk industry, he argues, is that it "attests 
10 the specificity of the peripheralization of the Lebanon under the impact of 
Beirut-based capital." Moreover, the incorporation of Beirut into the 
industry’s global network provided Maronite Catholics with an ostensibly 
secular substitute for the religious bond they had traditionally enjoyed with 
France, much to the resentment of other Christian communities, as well as 
Muslims and Druze. After the first half of the nineteenth century, shifts in 
the global economy and in local interests led Beïrut’s merchants and 
intelligentsia to reconsider the city’s relationship to the Mountain, to Syria 
and to Istanbul. Ozveren argues that this development and subsequent 
events provide evidence contradicting theories that the rise of a bourgeoisie 
necessarily leads to moderniiy and the formation of a nation-state. 


Parsons, Laila H. The Druze in the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1947-1948. Ph.D. 
University of Oxford, 1995. 


According to Parsons, this dissertation offers the first detailed analysis of the 
1947-1949 political and military alliance between Druze and Jews in 
Palestine, She begins with a summary of the history and religion of the 
Druze community up until the fall of the Ottoman Empire, focusing 
especially upon the significance of tagiyya in Druze political behaviour. The 
second chapter emphasizes the "neutral stance" of Palestinian Druze during 
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the Arab revolt of 1936-1939 and their earliest interaction with Zionist 
officials. In the four chapters that follow, Parsons details the increasing 
contacts between the Palestinian Druze and the Jews, commencing with the 
outbreak of civil war in November 1947, continuing through the Arab-Israeii 
war and ending with the armistice agreement signed in the summer of 1959 
between Israel and her neighbouring states. She also makes passing 
references to the relationship between the Zionists and the Druze of 
Lebanon and Syria. Parsons argues that the military and political role played 
by the Druze on behalf of the Zionists was "significant." 


Peled, Alom. Soldiers Apart: À Study of Ethnic Military Manpower Policies 
in Singapore, Israel and South Africa. Ph.D., Harvard University, 1994. [403 


pages.] 


Peled starts his investigation into how states devise and adjust their ethnic 
military manpower policies by arguing that they are fixed by national 
ideology. Consequently, he asserts, they evolve through a complex 
bargaining process between politicians, military officers and ethnic Jeaders, 
with each group pursuing its own agenda: politicians tend to suspect the 
loyalty of ethnic troops; officers are driven by the desire to improve combat 
performance; and ethnic leaders are interested in raising group status within 
the state. According to Peled, ethnic leaders are often successful in 
pressuring high-ranking members of the other 1wo groups 1o change 
existing policies in their favour. In the section of his dissertation dealing with 
Israel, Peled focuses upon the integration of Druze conscripts into the Israeli 
army in the 1956s. 


Peterson, Daniel Carl. Cosmogony and the Ten Separated Intellects in the 
"Rahat al-"Aql’ of Hamid al-Din al-Kirmant. Ph.D., University of California 
at Los Angeles, 1990. [609 pages.] 


In comparing the philosophical systems of the Fatimid Isma'ili, Hamid al- 
Din al-Kirmani, and his non-Ismaili predecessor, Abu Nasr al-Farabi, 
Peterson attempts to explain why al-Kirmani deviated from the Farabian 
model to advocate creation ex nihilo. In doing so, he compares al-Kirmani’s 
Rahat al-'aqf! with al-Farabrs al-Madina a/-fadila, Plotinus’ Enneads and the 
pseudepigraphic Theolegy of Aristotle, and also examines events in Egypt at 
the time of Caliph ai-Hakim bi-Amrillah. Peterson considers al-Kirmani as 
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representative of one stage in the struggle for dominance between two 
opposing trains of thought that he terms the ’Platonic’ and the ’Quranic.” 
Although it had originally rejected anthropomorphism, Îsmailism later 
developed a sophisticated Neoplatonic doctrine to replacit previous gnostic 
ideology. The new doctrine was still anti-anthropomorphic, but implied 
divine-human interrelation and posed a theological problem to al-Kirmani 
due 10 the ontological, ethical and soteriological implications of the 
Neoplatonic chain of being and, especially, its relationship to subsequent 
claims for the divinity of al-Hakim. Peterson’s study argues that, "by 
adopting a philosophical theology which simultaneously denied anthro- 
pomorphism and severed the Platonic linkage between the human and the 
divine, alKirmani not only perfected an Islamic via negativa but undercut 
the position of his ideological opponents in the formative Druze movement." 
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M.A., Department of History and Archacology, American University of 
Beirut, 1981. 


Richani, Nazifh] F. Political Parties in Underdeveloped Countries: The Case 
of the Progressive Socialist Party of Lebanon, 1949-1978. Ph.D., George 
Washington University, Washington, DC, 1990, [233 pages.] 


In studying the history of Lebanon’s Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) from 
1949 to 1978, Richani contends that Lebanon's dependent economic 
development affected the sectarian and class composition of the PSP and 
the party’s political behaviour. His examination of official PSP records for 
the period under study and interviews with party leaders lead him to suggest 
that the party’s social composition was influenced during six crucial periods, 
the most important being the civil war periods (1958 and 1975-1976) and the 
period immediately after the assassination of the party’s founder, Kamal 
Junblat (1977). Noting that the socialist and reformist PSP tended to attract 
underprivileged Lebanese-including Muslims and, particularly, Druze-and 
that dependent development increased economic discrepancies and estab- 
lished a political system that perpetuated these differences, Richani argues 
that dependent development impeded national unity and interest aggrega- 
tion. On the basis of this particular case-study, Richant broadens his 
conclusion to argue that "dependent development influences the social 
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composition and political behavior of Third World political parties” and 
that it also enhances the "ethnic, racial, religious and regional social 
cleavages" which govern the organization of such parties. 


Richards, Edlyn Suzanne. From the shadows into the light: The 
disappearance of the Fatimid caliph al-Hakim. San Jose State University. 
History Department. 
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1974. 
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femirs] in Lebanon after the battle of Ayn Dara. Certificate in History, 
Faculty of Education, Lebanese University, Beirut, 1973. 


Strick, Betsy Rebecca. Ideology and Expressive Culture in the Druze Family. 
Ph.D., University of California at San Diego, 1990. f496pages.] 


Strick’s stated objective is to study the cultural variability of a Middle 
Eastern community, the Druze, and to explore the relationship between 
cultural beliefs, expressive forms and the family, She takes issue with 
researchers who have suggested that Druze family laws and religious 
doctrines favouring "the nuclear over the extended family" and emphasizing 
“women's involvement in religion” signify "an ideology of sexual 
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egalitarianism." By examining popular village belief to search for 

discrepancies between doctrine and practice, she finds that it generally 
conforms to traditional social practice. She also suggests that "there may be 
two systems of meaning regarding women and the family; one is associated 
with communal life and is widely known, and the other, associated with 
religious doctrine, is obscured by religious secrecy and is expressed to 
different degrees and through different customs in different villages and 
families." Finally, Strick posits that Druze asceticism may be à contributing 
factor to characteristic and established features of Druze belief and society. 


Swayd, Samy S. [Swead Samy Shavit]. Lebanese Druze Identity: Change or 
Continuity? (1840s-1990s). Ph.D., University of California at Los Angeles, 
1993. [240 pages] 


On the basis of primary sources, Swead attempts to establish a firm 
foundation of data concerning Druze origins, society, politics and literature 
before developing a conceptual framework for the analysis of group identity 
which includes ideological beliefs, cultural attributes and political attitudes. 
This is followed by an examination of the Druze version of their religious, 
social and political history during the sect’s formative period (1017-1043), 
the Emirate period (1043-1840) and the civil war period (1840s-1860s and 
1970s-1990s}). After analyzing this history in terms of his conceptual 
framework, Swead concludes that, beiween the 1wo periods of civil 
war," Druze ideological beliefs have remained consistent and their scriptu- 
rally-based cultural attributes have remained unchanged, whereas several of 
the circumstantially-based cultural attributes and all of their political 
attitudes have transformed or change substantially." Swead suggests that the 
Druze sense of identity has ideological belief and scriptually-based cultural 
aspects at its centre and that cultural attributes and political attitudes are 
respectively nearer to its periphery. 
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